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this ill-success against an enfeebled enemy, and their dissatisfac-
tion was aggravated by their being deprived of privileges which
they had enjoyed under Caracalla and by the cutting down of
the rate of pay to that fixed by Severus, a reduction which was to
apply to future recruits only, but which aroused the suspicions of
the men on service. With so many units concentrated in the East,
in close touch with one another, disaffection had the means to
spread, and it communicated itself the more easily that the troops
were predisposed to it by their veneration for the Severan dynasty
and for the Antonine name borne by Caracalla, to whom they now
looked back with regret. Macrinus had to comply with their
demand that Caracalla should be deified; he himself took the name
of Severus, and in proclaiming as Caesar, and soon after as Augus-
tus, his nine-year-old son, Diadumenianus, he conferred upon him
the cognomen of Antoninus.
But there were representatives of the Severan household living
who would not allow the Antonine name to be so easily wrested
from them, and who saw in the feeling of the troops an opportunity
to recover the imperial dignity. Julia Domna had not long sur-
vived her disappointment at the apparent ruin of the dynasty
brought about by the death of Caracalla, but her sister, Julia
Maesa, had two grandsons to sustain a desperate hope. By her
marriage to a consular of the name of Julius Avitus (now dead) she
had had two daughters, Soaemias and Mamaea, each of whom
had a son. The elder of the two boys, Varius Avitus, then fourteen
years of age, was the son of Soaemias and a Syrian, Varius Mar-
cellus, who, after a distinguished equestrian career, had been made
a senator1. The younger, Gessius Bassianus Alexianus, ten years
of age, was the son of Mamaea and a Gessius Marcianus, also a
Syrian, who had held various procuratorships. Maesa had been
ordered by Macrinus to retire with her daughters to her home in
Syria. She could hardly have wished for a better base of opera-
tions. Here she enjoyed to the full the prestige which her family
derived from its hereditary priesthood of the venerated baal of
Emesa, an office now discharged by Soaemias' son, Varius Avitus,
known henceforth as Elagabalus by identification with the god2
1  Cf. Dessau 478.
2  Cf. Aurelius Victor, Caes. XXHI, I and S.H.A. HeL i, 6, where the
name, applied to both god and Emperor, is given as Heliogabalus through a
confusion with the Greek 9\io$. The same form of the name is used for the
god by Eutropius. On the coinage and in military diplomata the god appears
as Elagabalus, and similar forms are used by Dio and Herodian. Neither of
these contemporary writers applies the name to the emperor, nor does Eu-
tropius. On die coinage also and in inscriptions it invariably indicates the god,
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